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Introduction
Anthropology and Indigenous Peoples of

Turtle Island (ANT241H) is a community-
engaged learning (CEL) course facilitated
by the Indigenous Action Group (IAG), an
alliance between the Mississaugas of the
Credit First Nation with faculty and staff
from UTM (Fukuzawa et al., 2020).

The IAG is conducting a longitudinal mixed
methods community-led research

project (CLR) examining the effects of local
Indigenous pedagogy on students.

"I experienced smudging for the first
time. It felt nice to be outdoors and it
made me feel like part of a community.”

Methods

Data was collected from pre- & post-
course surveys, and interviews for the
Fall 2019 iteration (N=67 students; 22
interviews; 4 longitudinal interviews in
2021).

Qualitative analysis was coded

into NVivo software.

Student responses were analyzed in
terms of their academic

learning, personal growth & civic
activism.

Results
In academic learning, students reflected

on Indigenous pedagogy (future courses, CEL). In
their personal growth, students comment on
creating and participating in community, including
mental health benetfits of CEL. In civic activism,
students commented on future engagement in
Indigenous issues. Three key themes emerged from
qualitative analysis: Indigenous Pedagogy,
Community, Indigenous activism.

positionality
Indigenous knowledge

Inclusivity ©6assignments
‘C'Turtle Island -nyQ - & 9)
lesearch (’\ 25 {( 8 ‘/
“ natu1 e . Q* & &/ paintings “ @(/OO = ‘ﬁ
O (9/ =

lnsplre&l §J b two-eyed seeing
z nature Walk
0 §<</ =

’\ h rareness l Territory GO
e ‘i'\' acknowledgement 5 arC ae O gy lectures C\(\e'ce

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
S e

different styles of learnlng L, land S
*’hohsmp ottery Workshops®

insight

nowledge holderse

- per(‘)sonalelmpacts gas of the Credit tat placemaki ng
e pener representatio
gl OWt]1 YE-of = s = appreciation m

’Q/ fulfllhng%.i reVItallzatlonactlve 11sten1ng

internship % * land based learning passion &
open mmd 62

histories &
.Q
Mukwehco cllalle11g111g lgeconcelved ideas
ce— o rewarding experience K
(e“ cr% “sexpanding knowlédge 2
oW meaanes ' Medical anthropology &

& petroglyphs enlightening experience ¢
outdoors sharing thoughts
mm\lﬂltv
cO Figure 1. Word cloud of key terms from responses

environment

"I worked on research in an ROP this summer...with
the Mississaugas of the Credit as well as youth from other
Mississauga nations. We did pottery workshops,

archaeology workshops along with community members...

It was really cool...I got to meet youth and see
them experiencing this revitalization.”

Discussion

The CEL educational model is conducive for student
learning in many ways. The inclusion of pluralistic
ontologies in the Academy requires respect and
autonomy for local Indigenous knowledge systems
(Judge et al., 2021). Students responded positively to
the reflexive methodology, and place-based pedagogy
informed by the first-person relationships with the
Anishinaabe scholars, knowledge keepers, elders and
community members. Community-engaged learning is
an experiential method that transformed student

lives in terms of their understanding & appreciation for
local Indigenous issues, community relationships &
future activism.

"After taking this course, my interests have broadened
exponentially. I am now interested in the more cultural side
of Indigenous topics and find myself genuinely wanting to
learn more about topics such as storytelling, something that
really stuck with me. ANT241 was able to contribute to my
academic learning by showing me a side of Indigenous
culture that I did not think I would be so interested in."
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